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Liborty Hall A

Morrls Avenue,; Union %

Near Llizabeth, Union County, New Jersey

Owner: John Kean

Date of Erectlon: 17723

Architect:

Builder: Bullt for William ILivingston

Present Condition: Good

Number of Storics: Three; originally two and one=half

Materisls of Construction: #Foundatlon « stone
IExterior walls ~ frame
construction, siding flush
on the oldcr portion
Interior walls ~ plaster
Inside brick chimmeys

Roof = now low pitch,
originally probably pambrel

Historical Data:

On June 26, 1760 William Livingston of HNew
York bought about eighty acres described as part of
the homestead of Charles Townley of Blizabethtown; To
this he added olher purchases bringing the total as
estimated by Scdgwick to about onc hundred and twenty
acres, He moved to Zlizsbethtown in Iay 1772 and
rercined in the village until the fall of 1773 when the
house was complcted,
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William Livingston was born in Albeny in
1723, He was graduated from Yale in 1741, studied
law, and was admltted to the bar in 1748, For
three years he served as a member o0f the New York
Legislature, The plece of property in Elizabeth
he acquired with the idea of retiring to the country,
As stated above he moved into the mansion which he
named Liberty Hall 1In the fall of 1773, The follow-
ing year John Jay, then a young lawyer, marricd hore
at Liberty Hall Miss Sarsh Livingston, That same
year, 1774, Livingston was elected deputy to the
First Continental Congress; he was reelccted to the
second and third., In June 1776 livingston was
cormissioned Brigadier-~General and as such was
commander-in~chief of the New Jersey militia, Elected
Governor of the State he resigned his commission
Avgust 31, 1776. He served as governor from that date
until 1790,

The house suffered from marauders during the
course of the war and we learn from a letter written
by one of Livingston's daughters on November 2%, 1777
the extent of damage done even at this early date,

"Kate has been at Eliz.-Town; found our house
in a mogt ruinous situation, General Dickinson
had stationed a captain with his artillery
company in it, and after that it was kept for
a8 bullock'!s guard, Xete waited on the General
and he ordered the troops removed the next day,
but then the mischief was done; everything is
carried off that mamma had collected for her
accomodation so thet it 18 irpossible for her
to go down to have the grapes and other things
secured; the very hinges, locks, ancd pencs of
glass, are taken away,"

We Ynow that later on the British made ralds upon

the house to copture General Livingston. One of these
reids took place February 24-25, 1778 vhen about one
thousand men under Colonel Sterling left Long Island
crossed over HNew York Bay, marched over the peninsula,
now Bayonne, to Newark Bay and sailed 2cross Newark
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Bay to Ellzabeth, and marched across the frozen
meadows, but due to some confusion they were

delayed in getting to Liberbty Hall. Warning was
given so that General MNaxwell who was stationod

at Elizabethtown could make some preparation to
harass the enenmy. Livingston left several hours
before the British arrived. The Governor's house
was gearched and ransacked particularly for papers,
These papers were saved by one of his daughters,

gaid to have becn Susan, who gave them instead old
receipts and legal papers. Yn their return through
iElizabeth the British burncd the parsonage and
academy of the Presbyterian Churclhis They were
pursued by the Americans and lost several men In the
skirmish thet followed, Cther raids were made by the
British on tho house during the coursc of the war,
Part of the time the governor's family was at Parsip-
pany to be safc from raids and it wag apparently during
thicse reriods that the house was ransacked.

In 1787 Livingston served as a member of the
Constltutional Conventlon., He was offered various
other posts which he refused. On July 25; 1780 he died
at his home at Liborty Hall.

In May 1789 lirs.Washington was entertained
by the Livingstons at Liberty Hsi 1 while on her way
Lo meet Gencral Washington.

Brockholst Idvingston sold the property in
1798 Yo George Richard Belasisc; this was the name
agsumed by CGeorgo Richerd Lord Viscount Bolingbroke
and Saint John of Bettersoa who ran away from Zngland
with the daughter of Baron Hompasch leaving his wife
in Londone.

The property was sold by Lord Bolingbroke in
1806 to James Eddy who two ycars later sold to Thomes
Salter, It was from Thomas 3alter that Peler Kean on
Marcen 25, 1811 purchaesed the property in trust for
Susan U. Niemcewlcz., Susan Niemcewlicz was Susan
Livinrston, a daughter of Peter Van Brugh Livingston
brother of Governor Livingston., Shc had married John
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Kean and upon his dealh she married Gmmst Jullan
Ursin Niemcewlcz, a Polish litterateur, During
her time the third story was added and also a new
wing. She changed the name to Ursinoc in honox of
her husband by whlch name it is still known to the
family. Upon hex death she willed the property to
her grandson John Keanj it has remained in the
family ever sinee, her greal great grandson being
the present owner,
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